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ranee of the landing of the Emperor, but which was known at Paris by telegraph. He hastened to Dumoulin, and his first words were: <(The Emperor has landed; let us thank God."
He was so overcome by fatigue that they were obliged to cut off his boots; but this had to be done with great caution, as important papers were concealed within them. These documents were to be printed, and Dumoulin placed them in the hands of M. Gavin, a printer, as determined a partisan as himself, who finished them the same evening in the chamber of Dumoulin. While thus engaged they fancied themselves betrayed; they stopped to listen, then resumed their work, saying: (< If they will only allow us to finish it!}>
About the same time letters arrived from Paris incloS' ing manuscript proclamations. These were to invite the patriots to unite in this one endeavor to cast off the foreign yoke, and once more become Frenchmen. <(On the ist of March,y> said this proclamation, <( France again became free; and she must take her rank as the first of nations,* etc.
Some asserted that this attempt was in favor of the Emperor; others, of Napoleon II. The style of the proclamation was not very hostile to the Bourbons. At the same time the Imperial Guard was reassembled under the command of Generals Lefebvre-Desnouettes and Lalle-mand, and of Colonel Briche. They wished to possess themselves of La Fere, but the desertion of General LYONS frustrated this well-concerted project.
There was a report, which I consider altogether false, although it gained great credit at the time: It was said that this movement arose from a party belonging neither to the Emperor nor to the Bourbons. I do not believe it. The fact is that neither M. Emery nor M. Dumoulin knew by whom the proclamations were issued, nor have they ever been able to discover; nevertheless, a month later, when the Emperor was at the Tuileries, persons came to claim a reward.
When Dumoulin knew that the Emperor's letter to M. de Labe"doyere was of great importance, he resolved to be the bearer of it himself; and immediately hastened, or rather flew, to Chambe'ry, where, incredible to relate, he arrived at nine on the same evening.